Attendance: Changes to the Law

August 19" 2024 new laws come into force regarding school attendance. We will be continuing with our
effective and supportive approach to school attendance whereby we try to avoid issuing fines other than for
holidays taken in term time.

The main things to know are:

¢ The size of the fines will increase to £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid within 28 days. Each parent
or carer can receive a fine for each child who has unauthorised absence from school.

e There will be no option to pay the lower rate if a second fine is issued within a 3-year rolling period.

= You will no longer be able to take your child out of school for one week’s holiday (5 days) without a penalty
notice being issued

e |f you take your child out of school for a third time in a three-year period the local authority will consider
issuing a summons to court

¢ A fine or penalty notice will be issued if a child has 10°sessions (equivalent to 5 days) of unauthorised
absence within a ten-week period. These new rules apply not just to holidays, but to any unauthorised
absence. It is vital that for any absence you communicate daily with us via our ParentApps telephone or
email to avoid an unauthorised absence.

Requests for absences to be authorised must be submitted at least 20 days before the proposed absence.

Yours sincerely
Itk

Mrs N. Potts

HEADTEACHER




