
Learning Themes: Reception 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

RE Welcome 

Baptism 

Christmas 

Celebrations 

Lent 

Easter 

The Church 

God’s Creatures 

Look after our world 

PSED Friendships 

Sharing and caring 

Playing together 

Listening to each 

other 

Circle time 

Friendships 

Sharing and caring 

Playing together 

Listening to each 

other 

Circle time 

Friendships 

Sharing and caring 

Playing together 

Listening to each 

other 

Circle time 

PD Outdoor Play 

Fine motor skills 

Pencil control 

Dance 

Outdoor Play 

Fine motor skills 

Handwriting 

Gym 

Outdoor Play 

Fine motor skills 

Handwriting 

Games 

Communication 

and Language 

Pirates & treasure - 

MoE 

Harvest Stories 

The Very Helpful 

Hedgehog  

Squirrel’s Busy Day 

Pumpkin Soup 

Non-fiction books 

about Autumn 

The Nativity story 

Puppet Play 

Rhymes and Poems 

Oral stories and 

retell 

Role-play 

Information books 

about Winter and 

animals living in the 

ice and snow  

Arctic and Antarctic 

- MoE 

        ‘Lost and Found’ 

Information books on 

Spring and Growing         

        Farm stories 

Puppet Play 

Rhymes and Poems 

Oral stories 

Role-play 

Information books on 

Summer  

Tom and Lucy at The 

Seaside 

Penguin on Holiday 

Puppet Play 

Rhymes and Poems 

Oral stories 

Role-play 

Literacy Name writing 

Shared Reading 

Shared writing on 

various stories/poems 

Writing lists, labels, 

recipes, and captions 

Retelling a story to 

an adult but writing 

key words 

Name writing 

Shared Reading 

Shared writing on 

various 

stories/poems 

Writing lists, labels 

recipes and captions 

Retelling stories 

spelling out common 

words 

Name writing 

Shared Reading 

Shared writing on 

various stories/poems 

Writing lists, labels 

recipes and captions 

Writing sentences 

more independently 

Phonics Letter formation 

Letters and Sounds 

    towards reading  

Rhyming Games 

Letter formation 

Letters and Sounds 

towards reading 

tricky words 

Rhyming Games 

Letter formation 

Letters and Sounds 

Up to Phase 4-5 

towards reading 

Rhyming Games 

 

Maths Counting activities 

1 more/1 less 

Number Sequencing 

Number Recognition 

1-20 

Matching numeral to 

quantity 

Counting activities 

2 more/ 2 less 

Number Sequencing 

Number Recognition 

more than 20 

Matching numeral to 

quantity 

Counting activities 

Problem solving 

Number Sequencing 

Number Recognition 

Matching numeral to 

quantity 

Recording 



Pattern 

Shape, space and  

Measures 

To be done through 

baking, model making, 

sand and water play, 

outdoor play 

Recording 

Pattern 

Shape, space and 

Measures 

Simple data 

collection 

pictograms 

 

Pictograms, line 

graphs, bar graphs 

Pattern 

Shape. Space and 

Measures 

comparisons 

UTW Seasons and Climate 

Autumn/Winter  

The Harvest 

Hibernating animals 

Winter animals 

Maps The world 

Christmas 

Our Family 

Where is Our School  

Seasons and Climate 

Winter/Spring 

Arctic and Antarctic 

Keeping warm in 

Winter 

New life in Spring 

Planting seeds/ baby 

animals and looking 

after the chicks 

 

Seasons and Climate 

Summer 

Growing fruit and 

Vegetables 

Animals and  

Hot Countries 

The seaside and its 

animals 

Holiday destinations 

EAD Making models-

different materials 

Cutting and sticking 

Clay eg  leaf printing 

Making dens 

Salt dough models 

Singing songs and 

rhymes 

Christmas craft 

Christmas concert 

Making models-

different materials 

Cutting and sticking 

Collages 

Printing patterns 

Making dens 

Singing songs and 

rhymes 

Dancing 

 

Transient art 

outdoors 

Sewing and weaving 

Painting 

Craft activities  

Making dens 

Singing songs and 

rhymes 

Dancing 

 

Tinkology Making models in play 

Eg Christmas 

decorations 

 

Making a digging area 

in the outside area 

Making Bug hotels 

Containers for plants 

Computing IWB 

iPad work on phonics 

games and number 

 

IWB 

iPad work on phonics 

games and number 

Taking Photographs 

IWB 

iPad work on phonics, 

games and number 

 

Profound Learning Visits around school 

 Celebrations 

Black History month 

 

Visit to Farm 

New life- hatching 

chicks 

Visit to a  

Forest school 

Den building 

 

WOW day Black Music 

and Dancing visitors 

      Making soup, 

Outdoor Learning Day    

Decorations for     

Christmas 

 

Forest School Day 

Chinese New Year 

Chinese Restaurant 

Making a sledge for 

the huskies 

Garden day  

Gardening Day 

Vegetables,herbs and 

fruit 

Minibeast hunt 

Big art day 

Big model day 

Fairy picnic 

 


